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These early settlers were mostly baptists and for 
sometime held services in their homes. Rev. Elijah 
Peck was pastor of Mt. Pleasant Baptist church and 
after a number from here were baptized into that 
church, and as time sped on they began to discuss 
the propriety of organizing an independent church 
here. They met at the home of Rufus Grenell, who 
was living near the site recently vacated by Clarence 
Singer. Having received their letters from Mount 
Pleasant church, and after the usual discussions, de- 
liberations, and the general routine of business, a 
council was called for their recognition as a church 
on Nov. 10th, 1831. The vote was unanimous and the 
church started with 24 members. For awhile meetings 
were held at the home of Rufus Grenell and then 14 
years. in a school house on the line between the 
farms of Arthur Singer and Arthur Corey. 

The first meeting house was completed in 1846 on 
the present site, on July 25th, 1851 it was entirely 
destroyed by a tornado, rebuilt in 1855 when it was 
rededicated Jan 24th. Rev. Zelotes Grenell preach- 
ing the dedicatory sermon. In 1881, the 50th anniver- 
sary was celebrated and the Rev. Zelotes Grenel] 
preached the anniversary sermon. In 1906 the 75th 
anniversary was celebrated. On the 8th 9th & 10th of 
Nov. 1931 the 100th anniversary was celebrated. At 
this time as you all know we spent much time and 
money renovating the church. We had very inspiring 
and delightful services throughout the whole time 
alloted for the celebration. Now, to-day we have 
our 110th anniversary. And as we look back over 
these years we are aware of the fact we have had 
pastors of exceptional value, scores have been 
brought into the kingdom of God. The church doors 
have never been closed. Time forbids me to go on 
in detail and state what this church has meant to 
the community, and to other churches and the state 
at large, the christian work that has been accom- 
plished in places far and near by some of our mem- 
bers, who have been preachers or missionaries. 

I will mention 12 persons now living, who have 
been on the church record the longest period of 


time. 
Grandison Loomis 79 yrs 
Foster Sanders 64 yrs 
Augusta Curtis 64 yrs 
Lenore Rude 59 yrs 74 yrs 
F. H. Curtis 50 yrs 
Fred Varcoe 50 yrs 
A. H. Curtis 50 yrs 
Jessie Lillie 50 yrs 
Josie Bunting 49 yrs 
dismissed by letter 
Jennie Lillie 49 yrs 64 yrs 
Rena Cowperthwaite 49 yrs 64 yrs 
W. E. Rude 49 yrs 


